
PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(11) Publication number: 10040159 A 



(43) Date of publication of application: 13.02.98 



(51) into G06F 12/00 
G06F 17/30 




(21) Application number: 08189239 

(22) Date of filing: 18.07.96 


(71) Applicant: 

(72) Inventor: 


NIPPON TELEGR & TELEPH 
CORP <NTT> 

YOSHIDA KATSUHIKO 
YAMAMOTO TAKAHIRO 


(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ADDING UNK 


COPYRIGHT: (C)1998,JPO 





INFORMATION OF HYPERTEXT 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the processing 
method which enables a user to add link information 
showing a hyperlink to other information in an 
information provision screen in a client server system 
using hypertexts used by the Internet, and to provide 
the device therefor. 

SOLUTION: The user specifies coordinates in a source 
image 1 as an information provision screen and link 
information written at the coordinates from a client 1 
and inputs them to a server 3. The server 3 receives and 
holds the data by a request acceptance program 4, an 
image synthesis program 5 retrieves a source image from 
an image information memory 6 and puts link information 
together at the position to display the image, and after 
the client 1 confirms it, the said link information and 
information on another desired screen are hyperlinked 
and link information corresponding to the source image 
is stored in a link information memory 7. Consequently, 
when the source image is read out, the information which 
is stored as mentioned above provides a written screen. 
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Method and Apparatus Adding Link Information in 
Hypertext 

5 (57) [Abstract] 

[Problems To Be Solved by This Invention] 

The present invention aims at providing a 
processing method and an apparatus, with which a user 
can add link information that indicates a hyperlink to 
10 other information within an information supply screen 
in a client-server system that uses hypertext utilized 
on the Internet. 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

A user specifies coordinates within an original 

15 image 1 being an information supply screen, and link 
information to be written to the coordinates, and inputs 
the coordinates and the link information from a client 
1 to a server 3. In the server 3, a request acceptance 
program 4 accepts and stores these data, and an image 

20 synthesis program 5 searches an image information memory 
6 for the original image, synthesizes the link 
information in the corresponding position, and displays 
the synthesized information on the client 1 . With client 
confirmation, the server 3 establishes a hyperlink 

25 between the link information and desired information 
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displayed on another screen, and stores the link 
information corresponding to the original image in a 
link information memory 7. In this way, a screen to 
' which the link information stored as described above 

5 is written is provided when the original image is read 
out . 

[0006] 

[Preferred Embodiments] Next, preferred embodiments 
10 according to the present invention will be explained 
with reference to the drawings. Fig. 1 is a block diagram 
exemplifying a link information adding apparatus 
according to one preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, to which a link information adding method 
15 according to the present invention is applied. 

[0007] This link information adding apparatus comprises 
a client 1 being a client terminal, a server 3, and a 
communications network 2 interconnecting the client 1 
and the server 3. The server 3 includes a request 
20 acceptance program 4, an image synthesis program 5, an 
image information memory 6, and a link information 
memory 7. 

[0008] The client 1 comprises a capability for 
transmitting hyperlink information or coordinates 
25 instructed by a user within an image to the server 3 



according to a user instruction, and a display device 
displaying image information from the server 3, which 
is received via the network 2. 

[0009] The request acceptance program 4 accepts 
5 hyperlink information from the client, and returns data 
to the image synthesis program 5 . Furthermore, the 
request acceptance program 4 can invoke an external 
program depending on need, and return its result to the 
client 1. The image synthesis program 5 is invoked by 

10 the request acceptance program 4. The image synthesis 
program 5 searches the image information memory 6 for 
an original image being an information supply image, 
reads out the original image, synthesizes information, 
on the instructed coordinates, and transfers the 

15 synthesized information to the client 1. With the 
confirmation of the client 1, a hyperlink is established, 
and (the link information is?) stored in the link 
information memory 7. 

[0010] A system administrator first registers an 
20 original image to the server 3. In this stage, there 

is no link information from the image to information. 

It is assumed that information and image data to be 

registered by the user have already been registered to 

the server 3 with different means. 
25 [0011] Next, the procedural steps of the usage and the 
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operations of the link information adding apparatus 
shown in Fig* 1 are explained with reference to Fig. 

2. By reading out the screen for information 
registration, to which the present invention is applied, 

5 an original image is transmitted from the server 3 to 
the client 1 (SOI, S02) . 

[0012] By pressing a registration button (S03) (S04) , 
a mark image that is used as a pre-registered mark is 
transmitted from the server 3 to the client 1 (SOS) . 

10 A user selects an image that he or she desires to use 
as a mark on the original image (S06) . The mark image 
is pre-registered to the server with a different method, 
or can be registered with a different method on the spot 
[0013] The information of the selected image is 

15 transmitted to the server 3 (S07) . The server 3 then 
transmits the original image to the client, which 
displays the original image (S08) . The user instructs 
a position on the original image (S09) , so that the 
instructed position information within the image is 

20 transmitted to the server 3 (S10) . Within the server 

3, the image synthesis program 5 synthesizes the 
original image and the mark image used as the user mark 

(511) . The synthesized image is returned to the client 

(512) , verification is made to the server 3 (S15) by 
25 being keyed in by the user (S13), and the synthesized 



image is registered to the link information memory 
(S16) . 
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